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TO ALL MEMBERS 

29 June 2018 

 
Dear Member 
 
 
Fear not, even the arrival of my new-born son and consequent enforced paternity leave 
hasn’t stopped me from writing the monthly missive, in fact doing so has aided the 
retention of my sanity amongst many a sleepless night and endless nappy changes. 
Let’s start with the good news; the new Peterhead fish market is open, we are in the 
midst of a heatwave with some of the hottest days on record, the Germans are out 
thanks in no small part to VAR and Maradonna looks like he still enjoys a good party. 
The not so good news is that England actually look pretty decent for once – it’s always 
nice to see our nearest neighbours do well, but not too well I hasten to add. Away from 
the World Cup and my intelligence informs me that the North Sea prawn fishery is now 
in full swing while things have finally started to pick-up on the West Coast, and not 
before time; at the midway point of the year just 2,000 tonnes of nephrops have been 
landed from the North Sea compared to 3,300 last year, while just 3,000 tonnes have 
been landed from the West Coast compared to 5,750 at the same point last year, so 
here’s hoping for a productive summer. Also noteworthy is that year-to-date North Sea 
cod (-18%) and haddock (-24%) landings are both down significantly, which is 
interesting given the word on the street is that ICES are about to advise significant cuts 
for both these stocks in 2019 (cod; -47%, haddock; -27%). 
 
In Brexit news, this week Dr Ian Napier from the North Atlantic Fisheries College in 
Shetland published his latest analysis demonstrating what life as a Coastal State could 
look like for the UK, assuming of course our politicians and civil servants don’t sell us 
down the proverbial river once more. The analysis reveals that, based on current prices, 
the value of our seafood capital contained within the UK Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) is approximately £1.67 billion in terms of annual turnover, of which UK vessels 
only harvested £814.7 million in 2016 (49%). In comparison, our Coastal State 
neighbours, Norway and Iceland, harvest approximately 84% and 95% of the seafood 
resources respectively from within their own EEZ’s.  
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Therefore, if the UK as a Coastal State post Brexit decided its objective was to extract an 
equivalent proportion of value from its EEZ to the Norwegians, we would be looking at 
an expansion in UK industry output of £612 million, or in other words, 75% ‘mair fish’. It 
would also appear that time is almost up for UK industry participation within the 
various Advisory Councils (ACs) with the Commission advising that as from the 29th 
March 2019 the North Sea AC is no longer allowed to base its operations within the UK, 
while all UK representatives from that point will become mere observers with one 
would imagine no involvement or influence on policy advice produced by the ACs, 
even if a two-year transition period is agreed. It all seems a bit futile when you consider 
how much of the North Sea will actually fall within the EU’s jurisdiction once the UK 
leaves. 
 
And while there recently appears to have been several interesting discard policy 
developments north and south of the border, all I wish to say at this point is that, with 
the majority of discard uplift now allocated, and assuming conventional wisdom 
surrounding discard levels is to be believed, the Organisation expects to observe an 
increase in landed discards between now and the end of the year. As always, if you 
don’t have it in place before the start of the voyage, do not land it, and if it’s under the 
Landings Obligation, try your hardest to avoid it in the first place, otherwise disciplinary 
action may be necessary. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
JOHN ANDERSON 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
Encl:  Direction No. 9/2018 
 
 

 


