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30 August 2019  
 
 
 
 
Dear member, 
 
WHITEFISH MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS:  SEPTEMBER 2019 

It feels like quite some time has passed since my last monthly monologue – apologies for 
that - there has certainly been much to chew over of late. With our new pro-Brexit Prime 
Minister causing political wave after wave, much to the consternation of practically every 
other mainstream party and indeed the leader of the Scottish branch of his own (wee 
Ruthie), it seems more and more likely that we are finally entering the Brexit end-game, 
assuming of course that the latest legal bid by Boris’s rivals to try and stop no-deal is 
outmanoeuvred by the Queen’s endorsement of ‘prorogation’. According to the Oxford 
English dictionary, prorogation (noun) is “the action of discontinuing a session of a 
parliament or other legislative assembly without dissolving it.” There you go. But does this 
automatically make no-deal more likely? Or is it the latest ploy by the UK Government to 
energise the EU’s willingness to get back around the negotiating table? Where’s Noel 
Edmonds when you need him? I have a strong sense of déjà vu – we were here 6 months 
ago. 

But what does this all mean for the fishing industry. If we leave with a deal on the 31st 
October, the CFP will still apply until the end of 2020, with the UK becoming a Coastal State 
in 2021. Under this scenario Scottish and UK ministers and officials will have no real role to 
play in the forthcoming end of year negotiations. They will be consulted – whether they are 
listened to is an entirely separate matter - no wonder it was recently announced that UK 
fisheries ministers would not be attending December Council. However, given the 
prognosis for North Sea cod, this is most concerning. But at least a deal means there will be 
frictionless trade in seafood products with the EU, right? Wrong! There will be free and 
frictionless trade for the duration of the transition period, however as fishing was ‘carved 
out’ of the withdrawal agreement, if we don’t successfully negotiate a future fisheries 
relationship with the EU in the first six months of 2020, in which the EU will undoubtedly 
seek to fix existing shares and access arrangements, there will still be WTO tariffs and non-
tariff barriers on seafood and aquaculture products from 2021 onwards. Allowing 
aquaculture products to enter the equation was a major blunder on the part of UK 
negotiators.  

 
601 Queensferry Road 
Edinburgh, EH4 6EA 
 

T: +44 (0) 131 339 7972   
info@scottishfishermen.co.uk 
scottishfishermen.co.uk 
 



2 

 

In terms of no-deal, we would be a fully independent Coastal State and out of the CFP 
come the 1st of November, however in the first instance most CFP rules would still apply as 
they automatically roll over into UK law. Legally, access to UK waters by foreign vessels will 
be under UK control. I don’t expect UK quota allocations will change before the end of the 
year and we do not know whether (common) access arrangements for foreign vessels will 
remain the same or change before the end of the year. Going forward however, common 
access will end and access to the UK zone will come at a cost.  We would expect that UK 
officials will enter end of year negotiations seeking more appropriate shares of our key 
stocks in return for foreign fleets’ access to the UK zone in 2020. This is acutely important 
given that, as a Coastal State, International Quota Swaps (IQS) will no longer be possible, 
particularly when you consider that Scotland is a net importer of fishing opportunities. 
What was once swapped into Scotland or the wider UK from the EU during the quota year 
will instead need to be exchanged in advance, during the negotiations, otherwise we 
would be worse off in terms of starting position, which would be highly nonsensical. Then 
it’s a case of fish for access, until fairer fixed shares can be established, a process which 
could take several years. In relation to trade, we will default to WTO tariffs and third country 
requirements for exporting to the EU. The economics of trade between the UK and EU for 
fisheries products will likely change. Margins will likely be affected. Certification issues will 
need resolving, delays at ports are likely in the first instance which is particularly 
concerning for perishable product. Threats by the French to blockade the ports if they 
don’t get access to the UK zone are disappointing but predictable. 

In addition to all this Brexit uncertainty, we are facing the largest single annual cut in a 
quota stock that I can remember. The headline advice for North Sea cod is minus 70%. I 
asked our in-house science guru, Paul Macdonald, to run some figures. The numbers are 
sobering. Even if by some minor miracle our negotiators managed to mitigate the cut to 
minus 35% (which would still be consistent with MSY principles), and the Scottish industry 
collectively agreed to bank the maximum amount of cod it can (10%) into 2020, there will 
still be a Scottish shortfall of around 5,000 tonnes in 2020 compared to the current year. 
That’s why Marine Scotland are looking to industry to agree a package of measures to 
protect cod.  

But let’s not despair, it’s not all doom and gloom. Members have been enjoying another 
good year so far, there is sufficient fish in the system for nearly all key stocks and the North 
Sea prawn fishery has certainly exceeded expectations – let’s hope that continues. There 
are no changes to this month’s direction, however, although out-with the Organisation’s 
control, I would urge members to do their best in sticking to by-catch limits.  

Yours sincerely 

 
 
JOHN ANDERSON 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
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Direction No 12/2019 

 
 
The Board of the Organisation of the above named Company by virtue of the powers vested in it by 
the Company’s Rules hereby makes the following Direction which revokes all previous whitefish 
Directions: 
 
 
 
Whitefish Quota Option: 
 
No boat entered in the Company by a member who decides to opt for the whitefish quota option 
and who fishes in ICES Statistical Areas IIa (EEC Zone) (Norwegian Sea), IV (North Sea), Vb (EEC Zone) 
(Faroes Grounds), VI (West of Scotland and Rockall) and VII (Irish Sea, West of Ireland and Porcupine 
Bank) shall during the period commencing midnight Saturday 31 August 2019 and ending midnight 
Monday 30 September 2019, catch, land, tranship, transfer, offer for sale, barter, deal in or retain on 
board more than the amount shown below per vessel: 
 
Cod: 500 kgs, of which not more than 100 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported 

from ICES Area VII.  Catches of cod in ICES Area VI are limited to a by catch via a 
licence variation.  The percentage by catch can vary so if unsure please contact Marine 
Scotland. 

  
Haddock: 4 tonnes, of which not more than 1 tonne can be caught in, landed from or reported 

from ICES Areas VIa, VIIa, VIIb-k and 10 tonnes from ICES Area VIb (Rockall). 
 
  
Whiting: 2 tonnes, of which not more than 500 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported 

from ICES Area VII, but no landings are permitted from ICES Areas VIIa, VIIb-k.  
Catches of whiting in ICES Area VI are limited to a by catch via a licence variation. The 
percentage by catch can vary so if unsure please contact Marine Scotland. 

  
Saithe: 1 tonne 
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Shellfish Quota Option: 
 
No boat entered in the Company by a member who decides to opt for the shellfish quota option and who fishes 
in ICES Statistical Areas IIa (EEC Zone) (Norwegian Sea), IV (North Sea), Vb (EEC Zone) (Faroes Grounds), VI 
(West of Scotland and Rockall) and VII (Irish Sea, West of Ireland and Porcupine Bank) shall during the period 
commencing midnight Saturday 31 August 2019 and ending midnight Monday 30 September 2019, catch, land, 
tranship, transfer, offer for sale, barter, deal in or retain on board more than the amount shown below per 
vessel: 
 
Cod: 250 kgs, of which not more than 50 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Area VII.  Catches of cod in ICES Area VI are limited to a by catch via a licence variation. The 
percentage by catch can vary so if unsure please contact Marine Scotland. 

 
Haddock: 2 tonnes, of which not more than 500 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Areas VIa, VIIa, VIIb-k and 5 tonnes from ICES Area VIb (Rockall). 
  
Whiting: 1 tonne, of which not more than 250 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Area VII, but no landings are permitted from ICES Areas VIIa, VIIb-k.  Catches of whiting in ICES 
Area VI are limited to a by catch via a licence variation.   The percentage by catch can vary so if 
unsure please contact Marine Scotland. 

 
Saithe: 500 kgs 
 
Nephrops: 20 tonnes of which not more than 2 tonnes can be caught in, landed from or reported from 

ICES Area VII (Irish Sea, West of Ireland and Porcupine Bank) and 500 kgs from ICES Area IV 
(Norwegian Sector) 

 
 
To be taken in conjunction with either quota option: 
 
No boat entered in the Company by a member and fishing in ICES Statistical Areas IIa (EEC Zone) (Norwegian 
Sea), IV (North Sea), Vb (EEC Zone) (Faroes Grounds), VI (West of Scotland and Rockall) and VII (Irish Sea, West of 
Ireland and Porcupine Bank) shall during the period commencing midnight Saturday 31 August 2019 and 
ending midnight Monday 30 September 2019, catch, land, tranship, transfer, offer for sale, barter, deal in or 
retain on board more than the amount shown below per vessel: 
 
Plaice: 5 tonnes, but no landings are permitted from ICES Areas VII de, VII fg and VII hjk 
 
Hake: 1.5 tonnes, of which not more than 100 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Areas IIa (EEC Zone). 
 
Megrims: 2 tonnes. 
 
Ling: 2 tonnes of which not more than 100 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Area IV (Norwegian Sector). 
  
Monkfish:  5 tonnes of which not more than 500 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Areas VI, 125 kgs from ICES Area VII and 100 kgs ICES Area IV (Norwegian Sector). 
 
Tusk: 1 tonne of which not more than 250 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Area VI and VII and 100 kgs from ICES Area IV (Norwegian Sector). 
 
Sole: 250 kgs but no landings are permitted from ICES Area VII. 
 
Skate/Rays     100 kgs from ICES Area IV 
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To be taken in conjunction with either quota option: 
 
No boat entered in the Company by a member and fishing in ICES Statistical Areas Vb (EEC Zone) 
(Faroes Grounds), VI (West of Scotland and Rockall) and VII (Irish Sea, West of Ireland and Porcupine 
Bank) shall during the period commencing midnight Saturday 31 August 2019 and ending midnight 
Monday 30 September 2019, catch, land, tranship, transfer, offer for sale, barter, deal in or retain on 
board more than the amount shown below per vessel: 
 
Pollack:  2 tonnes. 
 
To be taken in conjunction with either quota option: 
 
No boat entered in the Company by a member and fishing in the Norwegian Zone of ICES Statistical 
Area IV (North Sea) shall during the period commencing midnight Saturday 31 August 2019 and 
ending midnight Monday 30 September 2019, catch, land, tranship, transfer, offer for sale, barter, 
deal in or retain on board more than the amount shown below per vessel: 
 
‘Norwegian Others’: 3 tonnes. 
 
(which are all species except cod, haddock, saithe, whiting, plaice, Norway pout, sandeels, blue 
whiting, herring, mackerel and shrimps) 
 
No boat entered in the Company by a member and fishing in ICES Statistical Areas Vb (EEC Zone) 
(Faroes Grounds) VI (West of Scotland and Rockall) and VII (Irish Sea, West of Ireland and Porcupine 
Bank) and which is in possession of a permit issued by Fisheries Departments to catch, retain and 
land deep sea species shall during the period commencing midnight Saturday 31 August 2019 and 
ending midnight Monday 30 September 2019 catch, land, tranship, transfer, offer for sale, barter, deal 
in or retain on board more than the amount shown below per vessel: 
 
Black Scabbardfish:  100 kgs       
Greater silver smelt:  100 kgs 
Roundnose grenadier: 100 kgs 
Blue ling:   100 kgs 
 
Dated Friday 30 August 2019      
By order of the Board 
 

 
 
John Anderson 
Chief Executive    
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