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28 February 2019  
 
 
 
 
Dear Member, 
 
WHITEFISH MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS:  MARCH 2019 

The month of reckoning for Brexit is supposedly upon us, but it seems those who haven't 
already switched off in bemusement are starting to wonder whether the UK’s departure 
from the EU is ever going to happen, never mind happen on the 29th of March. Certainly, 
and despite participating in what feels like countless discussions on the implications of no-
deal on the seafood sector, that specific outcome is starting to look less and less likely given 
the Prime Minister's latest round of concessions. On the 12th of March there will be a vote 
on her deal. If that gets rejected, on the 13th of March there will be a vote on leaving the EU 
with no-deal. If that gets rejected, on the 14th of March there will be another vote, this time 
on whether to extend the Article 50 deadline by a few months. Confusingly (and this is 
where my head starts to hurt), if the vote to extend the deadline gets rejected, the UK will 
leave with 'no-deal’ on the 29th of March anyway, despite that outcome having just been 
rejected the day before – make sense? And at the same time, opposition parties are 
considering how best to hijack the process as they seek another referendum (people’s 
vote) regardless of whether its deal or no-deal. 

Meanwhile, it appears the UK Government has been forced to publish its own Economic 
Impact Assessment on Brexit, which says that the UK economy could be up to 3.9% smaller 
after 15 years under the Prime Ministers deal, while the Scottish economy could be up to 
8% smaller after 15 years under a no-deal scenario. Having scanned the full report, I was 
dismayed to discover that there was not one mention of fishing, the ‘Sea of Opportunity’, or 
indeed any reference to the Scottish Government’s own economic analysis published last 
year which suggested that the right deal, as far as fishing was concerned, would generate 
an increase in Scottish economic output of around £500 million and an additional five 
thousand Scottish jobs, of which many would presumably be created in our fisheries 
dependent communities. Or the fact that, if the UK as a Coastal State post Brexit decided 
its objective was to extract an equivalent proportion of value from its EEZ compared with 
the Norwegians, we would be looking at an expansion in UK industry output of over £600 
million per annum, or in other words, 75% ‘mair fish’. 
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But enough of Brexit. Let's talk about discards and, in particular, ‘Below Minimum Size’ 
(BMS) discards. There exists a perception that the amount of BMS discards being recorded 
and landed is not what it should be. It is assumed fishermen have no incentive to land BMS 
fish because doing so implies using up quota for little or no economic return. Therefore, a 
proposal was made to Scottish POs and the Scottish Governments FMAC group that 
involved the creation of BMS quota pools for key species. The idea is that fishermen will be 
better incentivised to land BMS fish because the tonnages involved will not be deducted 
from their own quota holdings and instead will be deducted from separate quota pools 
held by Marine Scotland. There will be 50 tonnes of cod, 300 tonnes of haddock, 350 tonnes 
of saithe, 20 tonnes of whiting, 25 tonnes of hake and 50 tonnes of plaice held by Marine 
Scotland to cover landings of BMS fish during 2019. Most of this quota is from ‘windfall 
banking’ or compensation arising following the EU/Norway exchange (I’ll spare you the 
details). The figures themselves are arbitrary – the reality is that no-one knows how much 
quota is needed to cover landings of BMS fish for the remainder of 2019, particularly as 
discussions around changes to Square Mesh Panel (SMP) configurations are ongoing 
which (I would imagine) will have a significant bearing on the amount of BMS fish actually 
being caught. Of course, for this to work, BMS fish will need to be accurately recorded and 
there appears to be some confusion how best to go about it. We will issue guidance to all 
members once we have some clarity and it will be interesting to observe how the scheme 
is utilised throughout the year. 

In terms of quotas, it is still early in the year, but we already anticipate several potential 
choke scenarios given the sizeable cuts we have experienced coupled with our 
Governments desired approach to maintain the status quo for the remainder of 2019 
whether there is a deal or not. Whiting, without doubt, will be tight this year which has 
been reflected in this month’s direction. On a more positive note we have increased the 
monkfish and nephrops monthly allocations – thankfully the North Sea prawn fishery had a 
good start to the year. 

Finally, our new website is up and running – www.scottishfishermen.co.uk. See what you 
think. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
JOHN ANDERSON 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
  

http://www.scottishfishermen.co.uk/
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Direction No 5/2019 

 
 
The Board of the Organisation of the above named Company by virtue of the powers vested in it by 
the Company’s Rules hereby makes the following Direction which revokes all previous whitefish 
Directions: 
 
 
 
Whitefish Quota Option: 
 
No boat entered in the Company by a member who decides to opt for the whitefish quota option 
and who fishes in ICES Statistical Areas IIa (EEC Zone) (Norwegian Sea), IV (North Sea), Vb (EEC Zone) 
(Faroes Grounds), VI (West of Scotland and Rockall) and VII (Irish Sea, West of Ireland and Porcupine 
Bank) shall during the period commencing midnight Thursday 28 February 2019 and ending 
midnight Sunday 31 March 2019, catch, land, tranship, transfer, offer for sale, barter, deal in or retain 
on board more than the amount shown below per vessel: 
 
Cod: 500 kgs, of which not more than 100 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported 

from ICES Area VII.  Catches of cod in ICES Area VI are limited to a by catch via a 
licence variation.  The percentage by catch can vary so if unsure please contact Marine 
Scotland. 

  
Haddock: 4 tonnes, of which not more than 2 tonnes can be caught in, landed from or reported 

from ICES Areas VIa, VIIa, VIIb-k and 10 tonnes from ICES Area VIb (Rockall). 
 
  
Whiting: 2 tonnes, of which not more than 500 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported 

from ICES Area VII, but no landings are permitted from ICES Areas VIIa, VIIb-k.  
Catches of whiting in ICES Area VI are limited to a by catch via a licence variation. The 
percentage by catch can vary so if unsure please contact Marine Scotland. 

  
Saithe: 3 tonnes  
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Shellfish Quota Option: 
 
No boat entered in the Company by a member who decides to opt for the shellfish quota option and who fishes 
in ICES Statistical Areas IIa (EEC Zone) (Norwegian Sea), IV (North Sea), Vb (EEC Zone) (Faroes Grounds), VI 
(West of Scotland and Rockall) and VII (Irish Sea, West of Ireland and Porcupine Bank) shall during the period 
commencing midnight Thursday 28 February 2019 and ending midnight Sunday 31 March 2019, catch, land, 
tranship, transfer, offer for sale, barter, deal in or retain on board more than the amount shown below per 
vessel: 
 
Cod: 250 kgs, of which not more than 50 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Area VII.  Catches of cod in ICES Area VI are limited to a by catch via a licence variation. The 
percentage by catch can vary so if unsure please contact Marine Scotland. 

 
Haddock: 2 tonnes, of which not more than 1 tonne can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Areas VIa, VIIa, VIIb-k and 5 tonnes from ICES Area VIb (Rockall). 
  
Whiting: 1 tonne, of which not more than 250 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Area VII, but no landings are permitted from ICES Areas VIIa, VIIb-k.  Catches of whiting in ICES 
Area VI are limited to a by catch via a licence variation.   The percentage by catch can vary so if 
unsure please contact Marine Scotland. 

 
Saithe: 1.5 
 
Nephrops: 10 tonnes of which not more than 5 tonnes can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Area VI (West of Scotland and Rockall), 2 tonnes from ICES Area VII (Irish Sea, West of Ireland 
and Porcupine Bank) and 500 kgs from ICES Area IV (Norwegian Sector) 

 
 
 
 
To be taken in conjunction with either quota option: 
 
No boat entered in the Company by a member and fishing in ICES Statistical Areas IIa (EEC Zone) (Norwegian 
Sea), IV (North Sea), Vb (EEC Zone) (Faroes Grounds), VI (West of Scotland and Rockall) and VII (Irish Sea, West of 
Ireland and Porcupine Bank) shall during the period commencing midnight Thursday 28 February 2019 and 
ending midnight Sunday 31 March 2019, catch, land, tranship, transfer, offer for sale, barter, deal in or retain on 
board more than the amount shown below per vessel: 
 
Plaice: 5 tonnes, but no landings are permitted from ICES Areas VII de, VII fg and VII hjk 
 
Hake: 1.5 tonnes, of which not more than 100 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Areas IIa (EEC Zone) (Norwegian Sea) and IV. 
 
Megrims: 2 tonnes. 
 
Ling: 2 tonnes of which not more than 100 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Area IV (Norwegian Sector). 
  
Monkfish:  3 tonnes of which not more than 300 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Areas VI, 125 kgs from ICES Area VII and 100 kgs ICES Area IV (Norwegian Sector). 
 
Tusk: 1 tonne of which not more than 250 kgs can be caught in, landed from or reported from ICES 

Area VI and VII and 100 kgs from ICES Area IV (Norwegian Sector). 
 
Sole: 250 Kgs but no landings are permitted from ICES Area VII. 
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To be taken in conjunction with either quota option: 
 
No boat entered in the Company by a member and fishing in ICES Statistical Areas Vb (EEC Zone) 
(Faroes Grounds), VI (West of Scotland and Rockall) and VII (Irish Sea, West of Ireland and Porcupine 
Bank) shall during the period commencing midnight Thursday 28 February 2019 and ending 
midnight Sunday 31 March 2019, catch, land, tranship, transfer, offer for sale, barter, deal in or retain 
on board more than the amount shown below per vessel: 
 
Pollack:  2 tonnes. 
 
To be taken in conjunction with either quota option: 
 
No boat entered in the Company by a member and fishing in the Norwegian Zone of ICES Statistical 
Area IV (North Sea) shall during the period commencing midnight Thursday 28 February 2019 and 
ending midnight Sunday 31 March 2019, catch, land, tranship, transfer, offer for sale, barter, deal in or 
retain on board more than the amount shown below per vessel: 
 
‘Norwegian Others’: 3 tonnes. 
 
(which are all species except cod, haddock, saithe, whiting, plaice, Norway pout, sandeels, blue 
whiting, herring, mackerel and shrimps) 
 
No boat entered in the Company by a member and fishing in ICES Statistical Areas Vb (EEC Zone) 
(Faroes Grounds) VI (West of Scotland and Rockall) and VII (Irish Sea, West of Ireland and Porcupine 
Bank) and which is in possession of a permit issued by Fisheries Departments to catch, retain and 
land deep sea species shall during the period commencing midnight Thursday 28 February 2019 
and ending midnight Sunday 31 March 2019 catch, land, tranship, transfer, offer for sale, barter, deal 
in or retain on board more than the amount shown below per vessel: 
 
Black Scabbardfish:  100 kgs       
Greater silver smelt:  100 kgs 
Roundnose grenadier: 100 kgs 
Blue ling:   100 kgs 
 
 
Dated Thursday 28 February 2019      
By order of the Board 
 

 
 
John Anderson 
Chief Executive    
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